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A key goal of research in L2 vocabulary acquisition is
to establish how different participant, item, and task
variables affect learning, in order to develop
more effective and efficient learning and instructional
approaches. An important step in achieving this goal
is operationalising vocabulary knowledge and
selecting instruments and measures for evaluating its
development. Essentially, this boils down to the
question, What does it mean to know a word? In this
lecture, I will identify key frameworks that informed
my own research into word learning and share
research approaches that combine online and offline
measures of word knowledge. I will consider studies investigating the
effect of deliberate and incidental learning, with and without additional
support. I will discuss what may be gleaned from different vocabulary
knowledge tests, priming studies, eye-movement research and ERP
measures.
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